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| LETTER  V.- 
To Lorn CastienrAcu. 


On the late Wesvminsten Mervine, and 
oit thé Declarations of Mr. une with 
regardto the conduct of the Emvrenor 
Napoteon, as fer as relates to the 
Death of the Duxe or Enenten and 
Carrain Wrieur. 

My Lorn,—The public prints inform 
us, that, at the Meeting of the City of 
Westminster, held on the 15th instant, to 
consider of another petition to the House 
of Commons, their former petition against 
the French war having been refused to be 
received by that -honourable body ; at 
this Meeting,” we are told, that your 
Lordship was present, in your capacity 
of course, of a citizen of Westminster. 
J] was sorry to perceive, that your Lord- 
ship. was not Well received by your: fellow 
citizens, who, it iis stated in the ‘Times 
newspaper, attacked you, and compelled 
you to seek safety in the speed of your 
horse. Itisalso added, that it was found 
to be necessary to send a detachment of 
HORSE SOLDIERS to guard YOUR 
LLOUSE during the succeeding night. I 
notice these facts, my Lord, merely. to 
have occasion to observe to you, ‘that, if 
we were to hear of Mong. CimBACERES, or 
Mons. Carnot, being thus treated by 
their fellow citizens, I am quite sure that 
this same Times newspaper would cite it 
as a certain proof of the speedily ap- 
proaching downfall of the French Go- 
vernment > yesy this corrapt print would 
not fait to tite it as a complete proof. of 
those Ministers, as well as their Master, 
being held in universa} horror and execra- 
tion. | 

As to the. Meeting itself, I am very 
happy to see, and.so must every friend of 
freedom, that there is oné City, at any 
rate, who have had the sense and the re- 
solution to exercise their rights once more. 


The laws which weré passedy during the 


first French war, to prevetit the people 
from mieeting without thre consent of 
the King’s Justi¢es or Sheriffs, have ex- 





pired long ago. Yet, such is the effect of 
habit, especially the habit of submission, 
that the people have continued to act ever 
since, as if the penal laws about Meetings 
were still in exisience! The City of Weat- 
minster, with Sir Francis Burperr at 
their-head; have set an example of spirit 
sufficient to overcome this habitual sub- 
missiveness, and that example will, I dare 


‘|say, now be followed by other places. 


The people of Nottingham were, the other 








day, deterred from holding a public meet- . 
ing to petition against the war. Indecd, 
they appear to have been threatened. ‘they 
now.see, that no one had a right, that no 
one had a legal authority, to prevent 
them from meeting ; and, another time, 
itis to be hoped, that they will remember 
this. The ‘“ SBDITLON BILLS” may, 
indeed, be revived; but, then, we shall 
have liberty to talk about the revival ; 
shall wewot, my Lord ?, Aud: ‘the world, 
especially the French and Americars, will 
hear what we say; will they not, my 
Lord? 

But, tthe matter which attracted my 
attention the most forcibly, inthe speeches 
of this Meeting, was, that which was 
brought forward by, Mr. Hunt, with re- 
gard to the conduct of the Kmperor Na- 
poleon, as far as relates to the death of 
the Duke ef Enghien and of Captain 
Wright. The Courter newspaper abuses 
Mr. Hunt for what he said, or is reported 
to hive said, upon this occasion. It says, 
that. that geritleman undertook to justify 
Napoleon in his murders of the Duke of 
Enghien and of Capt. Wright. But, it ap- 
pears, from the report itself, that Mr.Hus7, 
so far from justifying muarderg perpetrated 
by Napoleon, deiied that Napoleoz had, in 
the alledged cases, committed ary murder 
atall. The reason why Mr. Hunt made 
this denial was very good. He had per- 
ceived, that the vile London pregss had 
Succeeded im making the people, or a 
great part of them, believe, that Napoleon 
had been guilty of these murders. ‘This 


done; hatred and abhorrence thus ex- 
-cited-agaitist him, it required less trouble 





yto reconcile them to the present wap, 
2B 
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hich ic, im-this manner, on the part of | tlié assertions of the French government 


e deluded people, a war of passion, in 


which, ef course, reason, justice, pelicv, 
und even self, bare self-interest, are suf- 


fe 


red to have nothing to say. 
Mr. tlunyv, as was his purty, his strict 


dyty, having the opportunity, endeavour- 
ed to shew that this hatred of Napoleon 
was founded in fu/shood ; and, though it | 
may surprise your Lordship, I really think | 
that Mr. Hunt was perfectly right in his | 


efforts, if he was convinced of the cor- 
rectness of what he stated. 


he wrong. ) 
was we cannot collect from the report of 
his speech, published in the corrupt Times 
and Counter newspapers. Butif what they 
say be true, Mr. Huwr said, in substance 
th 


és 
be 
t. 
& 
&. 
6 
t. 
&< 
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in substance, the statement of Mr. Hunt; 
and, Lam sure, that your Lordship, who 
Was present at the Meeting, 
contradicted this statement, if you had 


‘was not regarded, by the French, as a’! 
. » < . . . | 
prisoner of war, but as guilty of a crime 


‘rally thought, liable to be put to an ig- 
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The great point, however is, was Mr. | 
Hunt right in his STATEMENT, or was | 


? Precisely what his statement 


is: “that the Duke of Enghien was 
shot in consequence of a court-martial 
regularly convened, and agreeably to 
law, he being charged with traitorous 
proceedings against his country, and 
with plotting against the life of Bona- 
parte by the means of assassination ; 
and that, asto Capt. Wright, he was 
charged with having landed Georges, 
Pichegru and others, on the coast of | 





France, from England ; and these men 
having been convicted ofa plot to assas- | 
sinate Bonaparte, he, Capt. Wright, 


avttnst the laws ofwar: and that, be- | 
ing confined in prison, and, as he natu- | 


nominous death, he put an end to his 
oron extstence.”? 
This, my Lord, appears to have deen | 


vould have 


not known itto be TRUE. At any rate, 


fruc tt is, unless all the official papers, 
published at the time, in the face of all 
Europe, can be proved to be false, which | taining intelligence in France, and com 
they never have yet been, as far, at any | g | 
rate, as my observation has gone. 
here, my Lord, I wish to be very precise; 


é ! 
' 
Aud 


say, that authentic, public 


| public. ¢ 
the English government, the enem 


f[a«- 
vr 


upon either of the two principal Points : 
and, I allow, that | have had fair oppor. 
tunities of seeing all that ever was yuh. 
lished on the subject. Therefore, if ther, 
ever was any authentic document, dis. 
proving or contradicting the allegation, 
of the French government upon the points 
in question, [ allow, that I may be fair|; 
suspected of publishing a wilful false hood 
at this moment. 

But, my Lord, we will not let this 
maiter go off thus. Since the busy slaves 
of the Timers and Courter will keep 
ringing in our ears the charge of murde; 
against Napeleon; since they will insis, 
upon our waging a war of. passion. 
grounded upon this charge; since, if 
events should, as in the case of America, 
compel you to make peace with this pre- 
scribed Chief, and to acknowledge the 
legitimate title of him, who is now doom. 
ed at every breath, to everlasting outlaw- 
ry; since, in such case, you and your 
worthy colleagues might be greatly em- 
barrassed by the charge of murder 
still resting on the head of him, with 
whom you would thus be compelled to 
treat: since, in short, wisdom and truth 
demand a recurrence to the real facts, | 
am resolyed to recur to them, and to e- 
able my readers to judge between Napo- 
leon and the vile slaves, who have the 


‘ , : i 
laudacity to charge him with murcer, i! 


order to delude and inflame the peopte 0! 
Kagland. 
The death of the Duke of Enghien 


‘took place in the month of March, 15). 
| He was tried by a special military cor- 
| mission, at Vincennes. 


The President of 
the Court-martial was General Huyry. 
The charges against him were :—l. av 
ing carried arms against the French hie- 
2. Having offered his peter 
y 6 


. s . nal 
the French people. 3. Having receive. 


and having, with accredited agents 4 
that government, procured meavs of ob- 


a ena 
spiring against the internal and exterua 
security of the State. 4. Being at ( 


head of a body of French and other 
papers, pub- | emigrants, paid by England and formed on 


Jished by the French government, attest | the frontiers of France, in the districts ©: 
the truth of Mr. Hunt’s statement: and, Fribourg and Baden. 5. Having 3 
I say; that [have never seen any paper, tempted to foment intrigues at Strasbours, 
published by our, or any other govern. | with a view of producing a rising 1 Be 
ment, disproving, or e¥en contradicting, adjacent departments, for the purpose © 





any 
of th 
it, th 
have 
the 
afte 
to tl 
that 
wha 
Fra 
and 
the 
his | 
eess 
the 
bis 
thir 
say 
that 
say 








Ne. 


M- 





773) JUNE 24, 1815.—To Lord Castlereagh. [774 


ee | 


operating a diversion favourable to Eng- 
iad. 6. That he was one of those con- 
cerned in the conspiracy, planned by the 
Loglish, for assassinating the First Con- 
cal, and intending in case of the success 
ofthis plot, to return to France. 
These were ‘the charges preferred 
igainst the Dake of Enghien.. ‘The court- 
artial found him guilty upon all and 
very one of the charges, and the court 
was unanimous in this their decision. 
They were unanimous also, in condemn- 
‘him todeath. ‘This sentence was pas- 


‘it 


Jin conformity to the second article, | 








title 4, of the military code of offences | 
and punishments, passed on the Lith of 
January, 1795, and the second section 
of the first title of the ordinary penal 
code, estrblished on the 6th of October, 
‘791, expréssed in the following terms : 
* Article 2d, (11th January 1795), every 
* individual, whatever be his state, quality, 
* or profession, convicted of acting as a 
‘spy for the enemy, shall be sentenced 
‘to the punishment of death.”’—*‘* Every 
‘“one engaged in a plot or conspiring 
‘against the republic, shall, on convic- 
tion, be punished with death.’’—* Ar. 
ticle 2d, (6th October, 1791), every | 
‘one connected with a plot or conspi- | 
racy, tending tu disturb the tranquillity | 
‘of the state, by civil. war, by arming | 
‘* one class of citizens against the other, | 
‘* or against the exercise of legitimate an- | 
‘* thority, shall be punished with death.” 
This sentence was put in execution, and 
thus ended this unfortunate young man. 
Now, my Lord, there never has been 
2ny doubt expressed, that I have heard of, 
of the truth of these charges. So far from 
it, that the friends of the Duke of Enghien, | 
have made it a merit in him, to have done | 
the acts here imputed to him. It was | 
| 
| 


¢ 





afterwards fully proved, if we give credit 
tothe official documents of the French, 
that the Duke had acted his full share in 
what was carrying on on the frontiers of 
France, against the peace of the republic, 
and the life of the First Consul; but, to 
the argument of Mr. Hunt, or rather to 
his statement, no proof of this sort is ne- 
cessary, seeing, that it is acknowledged to 
the honour of the Duke of Enghien, by 


bis friends, that he had done all these | 


things of which he was accused. ‘They 
say that it was great merit in him to do all 


Was an usurpation; that the Duke of [n- 
ghien as a loyal subject of the King, and 
especially as one of the royal family, he 
had a right to do every thing that he could 
to overturn the French government, and 
to cause to be put to death the First Con- 
sul, who was at the head of that govern- 
ment. But, my Lord, let us see how this 
doctrine will suit, if applied to ourselves, 
There was a time when the Hanoverians, 
who were put upon the throne in England, 
at the beginning of the last century, were 
called usurpers by the loyal adherents of 
the family of Stuart, and, especially, by 


‘the members of that family. Before we 


go any further, let me offer you an obser- 
vation about these foreigners. The rable 
in England (1 mean the rable, the stupid, 
prejudiced, hood-winked, cajoled, ri h, 
rather than the poor) are frequently told, 
that the Emperor Napoleon is a foreigner 
in France. Uf hebe a foreignerin France, 
all the inhabitants of the islands of Guern- 
sey and Jersey, of the Isle of Wight, and 
even of Ireland, are foreigners in England; 
to say nothing of those numerous fellow- 
subjects of ours who have been born in 
our North American and West Indian co. 
lonies. Our present king, indeed, wars 
born in England, but his two immediate 
predecessors were as completely foreigners 


as Napoleon himself is now a foreigner to - 


England. Much more might be said upon 
this subject; but here is enough to expose 
the absurdity, the gross ignorance, or the 
base duplicity of those, who pretend that 
Napoleon isa forcigner to France. 

When the loyal subjects of the Stuarfs 
bad the audacity to call our Hanoverian 
Sovereigns uwsurpers, and, aided and as- 
sisted by the malice, the insolence, and the 
arms, of the perfidious and tyrannical 
Bourbons: when the loyal subjects of the 
Stuarts, thus encouraged and supported, 
threatened England with invasion, and, 
indeed, actually invaded her, for the pur- 
pose of making her submit to the divine 
right of that stupid family, what did his 
Majesty’s predecessors do? Did they 
stand guictly by, as our writers would 
have had the First Consul! do, in the case 
of the Duke of Enghien; did they stand 
and gape like sucking geese, when that 
gallant youth, the son of the Pretender 
‘King, was appreaching towards London 

han army of what he called loyalists, 
sal whom our forefathers called rebels 2? 





that he was accused of doing. ‘They 
say, that the government existing in France, | 


No, faith! our geod Hanoverian Kings did 
2B2 ; 
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775) POLITICAL REGISTER 
no such thing. They set a price upon his | 
head, dead or alive; they pursued his ad- 
herents with the utmost rigour; and I re- 
member hearing my father say, once when 
he returned home from London, that he 
had seen some of their heads still sticking 
upoa Temple-Bar. I believe, my Lord, 
that these heads remained there for nearly 
Forty years. 
the loyal subjects of the Stuarts a caution 
against acting upon the principle of divine 
right, and in “ contempt,” as your saucy 
countryman, the pensioned Burke, called 
‘it, “ of the will of the nation.” 

[should be glad to hear what some 


princes and of people, had to say, why the 
French nation should not have a right to 
act towards the Bourbons and their adhe- 
rents in the same way, that the English 
nation acted towards the Stuarts and their 
adherents. With those, who are ready 
to contend, and that, too, seriously, that 
the English nation is not to be put upon a 
level with any other nation; that we area 
sort of chosen people, who are not to be 
bound by those rules by which we have a 
right te bind other nations; that we may 
with great propriety call in foreigners to 
he our Kings, as we did the Prince of 
Orange, once, who had not the smallest 
pretension toa drop of the bleod of the 
Freuchman, who conquered our country 
some hundreds of years before; that we 
may employ as many foreign troops as we 
please, at home or abroad ; in short, that, 
while we have a right te criticize the con- 
duct of all other nations, and even to py- 
nish them for any thing that we may decin 
to be offences, political or moral, we our- 
selves can do no wrong, our character 
heing, like the person of our King, sacred 
aud inviolable.. With those who insist 
upon this doctrine, } shall not attempt to 
argue; and all Lhaveto ask of your Lord- 
ship is, if the execution of the Duke of 
Kinghien was a murder, what was the cx- 
ecution of the Scofch Lords, and what 
were the killings of G/enco, in the year 
1745 ? 

[t has frequently been asserted, that the 
Duke of Enghicn was shet by torch-light, 
in the wood of I incennes. It docs not 
seem very likely that theexecution should 
have taken place by night. ‘There ap- 
pears to have been no reason for it what- 
ever: and besides, if the object was a se- 


—To Lord Castlereagh. 


' tice. 
great casuist in the rights and dutics of | 





| 





cret exceulion, it is very sirange that pight 








= . 
Léa 


should have been chosen for azcood! \ 
wood is shelter for day-time. Torches jy 
a wood, or artificial lights of some kind. 
are necessary, mot to make an act secret. 
but to expose it as much as possible. By: 
this, like all the other parts of the tory. 
has been invented for the purpose of giv- 
ing tragical effect to the thing; to make 


A pretty good spell to give | animpression of horror upon mens’ minds: 


to excite at once, their hatred and thei: 
dread of Napoleon; te fill them with the: 
sort of feeling which is made up of resent- 
ment aud of fear; and, thus to make then, 
dead to the dictates of reason and of jus- 
Napoleon could have no interest in 
putting to death this Prince of the house 
of Bourbon; except that interest, which 
he had in common with all Frenchmen. 
He has lately had the whole family in his 
power. No man of sense will deny, that, 
if he had been so minded, he might have 
detained, and brought to execution, every 
man of that family. At any rate, he had 
the Duke d’Angouleme a prisoner ; taken 
in arms against his authority, in the inte- 
rior of France. He suffers him to depart. 
Not a drop of their blood does he shed. 
And yet, this is the man whom our writers 
call a tyger, a hyena, and every other 
name descriptive of bloody mindedness. 
It is clear, then, that in this case, \a- 
polcon was no more guilty of murder, in 
consequence of the execution of the Dube 
of Eughien, than our king was guilty 0! 
murder, in consequence of the execution 
of O’'Coreiey, who suffered death upon 
the charge of carrying on correspondence 
with the king's enemies. It is very ey 
to ¢elk about murder ; but, if all the blood 
which has been shed, in consequence of 
sentences of treason, during the present 
reign, were laid upon the head of Georzr 
the Third, what a figure he would make 
in history. - But, as we are not so wsj! 
as to impute this bleed to him, neiller 
ought we to impute the blood of tle 
who have been executed for treason \" 
France, to the government of France. 
Bat, in the case of the Duke of Ene 
hien, it is said that he was not in Uf 
French territory when he committed the 
treason. And, were your poor unfertt: 
nate countrymen, wha were executed, § 
few years ago, for treason committed | 
the Isle of France; were they in the 1-03 


lish territory or in the Irish territo!)» 


when they committed that treason! No: 


‘and your Lordship knows very well; that 


g 


777} 


ercase 
as at 
here 
adopt 
Th 
with 
The 
TIME 
Nape 
an as 
tor c 
Duke 
to m 
ery ii 
abou 
The 
trial 
ratoi 
ponc 
at M 
the | 
eran 
ogail 
vern 
Sid, 
sitie 
purp 
This 
Pari 
* th 





Sin 
ind, 
ret, 
suf 
ry, 
ziy. 
ake 
ds: 
leit 
hat 
nt 


o> 


tin 
use 
ich 


his 
at, 
ve 
ry 
ad 
en 
(te. 
rt. 
d, 


Cr 





777} 


¢rcasou may be committed abroad, as well 
asat home. Therefore, there is nothing 
here that makes agaiast the measure 
adopted against the Duke of Enghien. 
There is one rémaining point, connected 
with the death of the Duke of Eughien. 
The foul-mouthed man who writes in the 
Timrs newspaper, alavays is representing 
Napoleon, as having gone by night, like 
an assassin, into the territory of the Elec- 
for of Baden, to seize this same Royal 
Duke, and to bring him away into France 
to murder him. At any rate, a great out- 
cry is made by all the haters of the French 
about the violation of neutral territory. 
The truth, my Lord, is this:—after the 
trial of Pichegru and his brother conspi- 
rators ; after the discovery of the corres- 


pondeuce between Mr. Drake, our envoy 


at Munich, and persons in France; after 
the developement of the whole of the 
srand scheme which was then carrying on 


against the existence of the French go- | 
of being starved. 


vernment, and the life of the First Con- 
sul, the French government made a requi- 
sition to the Elector of Baden, for the 
purppse of arresting the Duke of Enghien. 
This requisition,, which was dated at 
Paris on the 10th of March, 1804, stated 
‘‘that the First Consul, from the suc- 
“cessive arrests of the banditti which 
‘the English government has sent to 
‘France, and from the result of the 
* trials which have been here instituted, 
‘has obtained a complete knowledge of 
‘the extensive part which the English 
“agents at Offenburg have had in those 
“horrible plots, which have been devised 
‘* against his own person, and against the 
** safety of France." The requisition then 
proceeds to state, that the First Consul 
had*Icarned. that the Duke of Enghien 
was in the territory of Baden, and that, 
looking upon him to be amongst the most 
determined encmies of France, the First 
Consul had found it necessary to send 
seme troops into the Baden territory, to 
reize these, the authors of a crime, the 
nature of which put them out of the pro- 
tection of the law of nations. The requi- 
sition concluded by saying, that General 
Caulaincourt was charged with the execu- 
tion of it. The seizure of the Duke did 
not takeplace till after this notification ; 
so that the thing was not done so sudden- 
ly, and so by stealth, as we are told it 
was. But still, as no permission appears 
to hava been given by the Elector of 
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Baden, there certainly was a violation 
of neutral rights, which Lam, my Lord, 
not at all disposed to justify, but which I 
will not speak of iu very violent language, 
lest my words should be quoted and ap- 
plied to the seizure of Napper Tandy at 


|Hamburgh: to the forcing of the Gruad 


Duke of Tuscany and the Republic of 
Genoa into our war of 1793; to the 
seizure of the Danish fleet, because the 
Danes refused to declare War agaiist 
France; to the late affairs of /alparaiso 
and Fayal; to the forcible passage, by 
the Allies, through the Swiss territury 
last year; or, to many other cases, whicia 
I have not now time to particularize, ‘The 
truth is, that the rights of neutrality ave 
good for nothing, except fo strong powers, 
as experience, during the last five ancl 
twenty years, has amply proved. In the 
year 1793, the Americans were. sending 
great quantities of flour to France, where 
the people were supposed to be in danger 
What did we do in that 
case? We seized on the neutral ships of 
America, bound to France with food; 
brought those ships into England, and 
compelled the owners of the cargoes fo selt 
them to us. After this, we would not 
expect to find people impudent enough to 
assert, that we cannot live at peace with 
Napoleon, because he has been guilty of a 
violation of the laws of neutrality. But, 
what would astonish any body, not ac- 
customed to the perusal of the columns of 
these impudent and corrupt writers, is 
this: that, at the very moment they are 
insisting, that no peace can be kept with 
Napoleon, because he violated the terri- 
tory of the Elector of Baden, they are also 
insisting, that the cantons of Switzerland 
ought to be compelled to join the coalition 
against France, and, that, in this war, no 
neutrals ought to be allowed to exist. ‘To 


argue with such men is out of the ques- 


tion; but it can hardly fail to be useful 
to expose, as faras one is able, their in- 
sincerity and their baseness. oe . 

I have only to add, upon the subject of 
the Duke of Enghien, that the documents 
to which I have referred, will be found, 
in the fifth Volume of the Register, at 
pages 496, 497, 49%, 499, 606. 

As to Caprain Wricisr, I shall speak, 
as in the former case, of the official docu 
ments, which have been published with 


regard to him; and shall offer no opinion 
of my own, much less shall I attempt to. 
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make any assertion. Captain Wright was 
made prisoner, along with his crew, upon 
the French coast, in a sloop of war, by 
some French gun-boats. He was carried 
to Paris, as we complained, and which was 
ihe fact, there subjected to close impri- 
sonment inthe Temple “and obliged to 
“* yndergo repeated interrogatories, before 
** court. of justice, when more of the 
“facts alledged against him, would, if 
“ true, authorize the French government 
** to consider Captain Wright in any other 
‘light than as a prisoner of war.’ Thi: 
vas our statement with regard to Captain 
Wright. 

This complaint the French govérgment 
did not listen to. At last, our ministry 
applied to the Spanish Ambassador in 
London, toapply to the Spanish Ambas- 
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gador at Paris, to procure, if possible, from | 


the French government, the release’ of 
Captain Wright. The Spanish Ambassa- 
lors did, at last, prevail; and the consent 
ofthe French government was obtained : 


e| 


but, let us hear the Janguage in which this | 


consent is expressed, in a letter from the 
French Minister to M. Gravina, the 
Spanish Ambassador at Paris, dated Paris, 
27th August, 1804, in the following 
words :—‘** I have laid before his Majes- 
“ty, the Emperor, the letter which you 
** have done me the honour of communi- 
“ cating tome. By his order, I must re- 
** capitulate to your excellency some facts, 
‘“€ which relate to the ebject of that letter. 
* Mr. Wrient was taken by our cruis- 
‘F ers, at the very moment he was land- 
‘‘ ing Jean Marie and two other of his 
‘accomplices, on the coast of Britan- 
‘‘ ny. Prior to this, he had already land- 
“ed at three times danditti of @_stmi- 
‘lar ‘description, who have since been 
“brought to judgment, convicted, and 
* punished, for having conspired against 
** the state, and attempted the life of the 
“¢ First Consul. These species of acts, 
‘* under whatever point of view they may 
** otherwise be contemplated, certainly do 
** not appertain to WAR. ‘There is no 
“age, por any nation, in which they 
“would not be regarded as crimes, and 
‘* one may, with truth, aver, that it was in 
** flagranti delicto, that Mr. Wright was 
“* captured by French mariners, then offi- 
** ciating as an armed force. According 
‘* to accounts, to which full credit must 
** be given, this officer had been demanided 
* from the English Admiralty. The Lords 


“of the English Governmen‘. 








i“ THAT TE rRSOW,. IN ACA 


tain Wright; that he suffe 


ditti,” who were afterwards cont 
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“i directing this department were, of 
** course, not ignoraut of the kind of ser 
** vice to which he was destiuncd. The 
‘‘ shame attached to the prem ditation 
“ofa project as atrocious and vio. as 
‘it was cowardly, remains entire 'y with 
“the men who devised the plot and 
*¢ with him who undertook to accomplish 
“their views. Lam ordered. Sir. to de. 


o 


“clare to your Excellency, that his 
** Majesty, the Emperor, will never suf. 
fer Mr. Wricut to be HXCHANGED. 


“NO FRENCHMAN BELONG 


WITH WHATEVER RANK UF 
MAY, TO THE IMPERIAL NAVY, 
“CAN EVER CO -.SENT TO BE 


iE WiTH 
RTEL OF 
* EXCHANGE. But, Sir, the Emperor, 
‘+ having at heart to do every totng which 
“ depends upon his Imperial Maje-ty, to 
‘* mitigate the scourges of war, and will- 
‘¢ jing to prove, that in his breast such a 
** di-position preponderates over even 
“motives of useful and just severity, has 
‘authorised me to declare, that hs Im- 
perial Majesty will give orders, *that 
‘““ Mr. Wright be placed at the disposal 
May I 
** beg you, therefore, to make known to 
‘¢ Lord Harrowby, this generous defermi- 
‘‘ nation of his Majesty. You will see in 
‘it, Sir, the marked intention of doing 
‘‘what may be personally agreeable to 
** yourself, “and his Britaunic Majesty’s 
* new ministry will be cen:trained to re- 
‘¢ cognise in it, a proof of the disposition, 
so often manifested, on the part of his 
‘© Imperial Majesty, to shew himself above 
** not only those sentiments which offences 
“in general excite, bud even aleve those 
* which might spring from the attempts, 
“of which his own person has been the 
** object.” , ] 

Now, my Lord, it was never denied by 
the English ministry, that Captain W right 
had done those acts which the “acct 
imputed to him. Indeed, they seemes 
pretty clearly to confess, that he had ral 
them ; and, in answer to the letter of the 
Spanish Ambassador, conveying this letter 
of the French Government, Lord sg 
by expressly declines making any rema? 
on the French statement. 


r * _ inst Cap- 
This, then, was the charge Se dell .‘ 
s¢ Dan- 


icted of 
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a design to assassinate the Chief Magis- | 
trate of France. This was the charge | 
against him, and this.charge was never de- 
jicd, as to the act, though the descréplion | 
of the persons, so landed, was stoutly | 
denied by the Anti-jacobins, whoinsisted, | 
that Georges and Pichegru and Jean | 
Maurie and the rest of that memorable set, | 
including Moreau, were very honest aud | 
worthy gentlemen, and that their names 
ought to be held in reverance; and, in- 
decd, we have seen, that the péows Louis 
tc Desire, while he was on the throne, 
MNNOBLED the family of Georges! 
Those who thought thus of the plet of 
Giorees and his associates, would, of 

ourse, think, that Captain Wright acted 
a very meritorious part in being so zealous 
in landing in France.-persons having such 
lnudable designs. But those who recol- | 
lected, that poisoners, assassins, and 
Jorgers are not looked upon,’ by the wri- | 
ters on public law, as entitled to be con- | 
sidered as prisoners of war, might be apt 
io think with the writer of the French 

‘etter to the Spanish Minister; and, this 
writer, be it observed, was no other than 
Mr. Tarteyrann himself, «whom: your 
Lordship knows to be not only a yery 
sensible, Duta very wordy man. 

_ Bat, the death of Capt. Wright? The 
liinperor had given permission for his being 
placed at the disposal of the English Go- 
vernment. . But, between that and the 
lime for his re’sase, he was said to have | 
Killed himself in prison. He certainly | 
found his death there. ‘That was engugh. | 

| 








shere needed no more to authorise our 
writers to impute his death to Napoleon. | 
And, by degrees, he has been, and is now, 
familiary called, * the murderer of Capt. 
Wright.’ There never bas been any 
prooj of this attempled to be produced. It 
is a sheef falsehood on the part of the as- 
sertors, because they possess no proof at all 
of the fact. One might leave it so ; and insist 
ou their being impudent calumniators; but, 
let us ask, what motive could induce Napo- 
leon to ordersuch a murder to be committed ? 


Sl ee ee 
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| himself uncertain as to his fate. 





Ue had pardoned the man, and had taken 
credit for the act. 
Wright’s death, put down all the conspi- 
rators aud all the conspiracies ; and, he 
had been. chosen Emperor by the people 
of France. Besides (and this I beg you 
tp attend to), DURING HIS YEAR OF 


Ile had, at the time of | 





EXILE, nobody, was found to bring for- 





- 
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ward any proof of this murder. Nobody, 


amongst all the hireling writers, was found ; 
ito pablish any of the proofs of an act, . 
. f 
which must have been known to some one, i 
at least, besides Napoleon. In short, it 4, 
is a base and infamous calumny, wich, if 
"aA tegy | ’ oars a} N; | 4 
we were to make peace with Napoleon, | 
the Times newspaper would be liable to & 
| be prosecuted for repeating. hy 
r ! - > . } le: 4? r¢ 
If lam asked to account for the death boi 
of Mr. Wright, in the Temple, I say | oy 
am not bound to doit. We know, how- ye 
ever, that persons, in such situations, f 
** . 4, 
frequentiy do put an end to their exist- | 
ence: and it must De confessed, that Capt. if 
r . . . . . . ¢? 
Wricht’s was a situation, not only of i 


great peril, but, which is more, pernaps, 
in sach a case, of almost tusupporiable 
mortification. te is represented as a 
most enthusiastic Reyalist. He had seen 
all his efforts defeated ; many of his friends 
broucht to an ignominious death. He was 

lie hod 
been captured by a parcel of gun-bocts. 
And, if he was informed of the conditions, 
or, rather, the manner of his release, ag 
described in Mr. Tarterranp’s Note, he 4 
wou!ld feel little pleasure in bemg known ihe 
to all Europe, to have been put at the dis- 
posal ofhis government, without exchange, 
upon the ground, that the Emperor toor/:/ 


. ie ie 


7 = 


~ 


x 


not suffer any Frenchman to be exchanged it 
against such a person. i 
But, are there no ways but those of as- } 


sassination and suicide, by which men 
come to the end of their lives? Are there F 
no fits or fevers in French jails, as well | 
as in English jails? And, why was this 
Captain not to die as well as his neigh. 
bours? Are the English Ministers, er 
the Royal family, to be charged with all 
the deaths, or, even all the sudden deaths, 
in our prisons of war? Are they to be i 
called murderers because prisoners of war 
have died in such gré@t numbers? What 
absurdity! What impudent, or what 
foolish, men are those, who prefer this 
charge ‘against Napoleon! But, asI be- 
fore observed, the object of these men is 
to mislead, to delude, to inflame the peo- 
ple; to commit them in the bloody war, r 
which has just begun, and thus to further .., 
their own base views. ‘To defeat, or, at 4 
least, to endeavour to defeat, this wicked q 
object is the duty of every man, who has 
the opportunity ; and this duty, as f hope 
your Lordship will agree, Mr. Ilunr, at 
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the Westminsier Meeting, discharged in a 
most manly and able manner; in a maa- 
ner worthy of the public-spirited and en- 
lightened citizens, to whom his speech 
was addressed. Pam, &c. &c. 


Wa. Coszerr. | 


Botley, June 21st, 1815. 





No. I. 


Histornicat Notices or tur War or 


EnGuanp, Austria, Russia, Prussia, 
Denmark, Swenrx, Hoxtrann, Sar- 


DINIA, THE Porr, Napues, Sicrry, | 
Spain, Poxrucar, Bavarnzi, Wer-! 


tewuperc, &c. Kc.; witH an ARMY 
or One Mitiion ano Exryen Tuov- 
SANR Recurar SoLpicrs, AGAINST 
NAPOLEON AND France. 


The mighty contest has begun. The 


new crusade against France and against | 


liverty has commenced. The Times 
newspaper says, that the campaign has 
opeued with * a great and glorious vic- 
“tory; that Bonaparte’s reputation has 
*- been wrecked, and his last grand stake 
** has been lost in this tremendous con- 
** flict; the fabric of rebellion is shaken 
“to its base.” The Morning Chronicle, 
that pink of hypocrisy, tells us, that it has 
been a ** brilliant and complete victory, 
** which will for ever exalt the glory of 
“ the British name; that it is the grandest 
“and most important victory ever ob- 
** tained.” The Courter, in the height of 
its frenzy, declares, that there could not 
have been ‘a greater victory in point of 
“* glory, more vital to the real interests 
** and safety of Europe, big with more im- 
** portant political consequences.”’—Of 
course, as this same Courier says, *‘ the 
** city isa scene of complete confusion ; 
** business is entirely neglected; the -im- 
** mortal Wellington is the universal 
** theme ; the streets and Exchange are 
“* crowded to excess—all anxious to hear 
“* the details of the glorious victory ob- 
** tained by our noble countrymen.”— 
While this delirium continues at its height, 
it would be useless in me to attempt to 
bring the pablic back to reason, I might 
as well think of reaching conviction to the 
minds of the inhabitants of St. Luke's; I 
might as well expect that a drunken man 
could discuss, with calmness and perspi- 


cuity, an argument in mathematics or 


moral philosophy. That J may not, how- 


pre be charged with partiality, I shal! 
| here insert the official details, which have 
| been published respecting the first battie, 
or rather series of battles, that have been 
‘fought for the purpose of determining, 
whether France is, or is not, to be per. 
mitted to exercise the right of choosing her 
own government ?— When the phrenzy, 
which has seized the public mind, has 
somewhat subsided, and we are in pos. 
session of the French official accounts of 
the opening of the campaign, without 
which correct ideas cannot be fermed, it 
, may then be useful to make seme remarks 
on these interesting events. I shal! begia 
with the Lendon Gazette Extraordinary, 
containing the particulars ef what the 
Courter calls, the * Complete Defeat of 
‘* Bonaparte.” 


DoOWNING-STREET, JUNE 22 —Major the 
Hon. H. Perey arrived last night with a dispatch 
from Field Marshal the Dake of Wellington, 
K. G. to Earl Bathurst, his Majesty’: Principal 
Secretary ot State for the War Depariment, of 
which the fellowing is a copy: 





My Lorp—Bonaparte having collected the 
| ist, 2d, Sd, 4th, and 6th corps of the French 
| army, and the Imperial Guards, and nearly all 
the cavalry oa the Sambre, aud between that 
river and the Meuse, between the 10th and 14th 
of the month, advanced on the 15th, and attacked 
the Prussian pests of Thnin and Lobez, on tle 


| 
| Waterloo, June 19. 


| Sambre, at day-light in the morning, I did not 


hear of these events till the evening of the 15th, 
and I immediately ordered the troeps to prepare 
to march; and afterwards to march to their left, 
as soon as I had intelligence from other quarters 
to prove that the enemy's movement Upon Charlee 
roy was the real attack, The enemy drove the 
Prussian posts from the Sambre on that day 5 
and General Zeiten, who commanded the corps 
which had been at Charieroy, retired npon 
Flenres ; and Marshal Bilucher concentrated the 
Prassian ariny upon Sombref, holding the vil- 
lages in front of his povition of St, Amand and 
Ligny. The enemy coutinned his march = 
the road from Charleroy towards Bruxelles, &° 
on the same evening, the 15th, attacked a brigade 
of the army of the Netherlands, under the Se 
de Weimar, posted at Frasne, and forced it bac 
to the farm house on the same road, called sa 
Quatre Bras, The Privce of Orange msn 
ately reinforced this brigade ois hace nf t 
same division, under Géneral P 

in the morning early regained part of the growl 
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of the communication leading trom Nivelles and 
Bruxelles, with Marshal Biucher’s position. In 
tue mean time T had directed the whole army te 


sion under Lieatenant-General Sir ‘Thomas Pic- 
ton, arrived at about half-past two in the day, 
followed by the corps of troops under the Duke 
of Brunswick, and afterwards by the contingent 


; 


~ ' 
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Cards, upon their debowché from the villege of 
Genappe, npoh which occasion bis Lordship has 


| devlaved himeelf to be well satistied with that 
march upon Tes Quatre Bras, and the Sth divi- | 


| 


' 


regiment ‘The position which I took up in trent 
of Waterloo, crossed the hich roads from Charie- 
rov, and Nivelle, aud had its right thrown back 
toa ravine near Merke Braine, which was oece- 
pred; and its left extended to a height abeve the 


of Nassau, At this time the enemy commenced hamlet Ter la Haye, which was likewise occupied, 
an attack apon Prince Blacher, with his whole In front of the right centre and near the Nivelle 


force, excepting the ast and od corps; and a | 


corps ef cavalry under General Kellerman, with 
which he attacked onr post at Les Quatre Bras. 


The Prosian army maintained their position | rhe farm: of La Have Sainte 
with their usual gallantry and perseverance, | 


against a great disparity of pmmbers, as the 4th 
corps of their army, under General Bulow, had 


a 


road, we eccupied the house and garden of 
Hengoumont, whieh covered the retmrn of that 
flank ; and in front of the left centre we occupied 
By our left we 
commnnicated with Marshal Prinee Blacher, at 
Wavre through Qhaim; and the Marshal haf 
premised me that im case we should be attacked 


- « . } : 
not joined, end E was not able to assist themas I) he would sappert me with one or more corps, as 


wished, as T was attacked myself, and the treops, 
the cavalry in particular, whieh bad a long dis- 
tance te mareh,had not arrived, We maintained 
our position alsoy and completely deleated and 
repulsed all the enenry's atiempts te get possession 
ofit. The enemy repeated)y attacked us with a 
large body of infantry and cavalry, supported by 
anumerons and powertul avtillory; he made se- 
veral charges with the cavalry upen our infantry, 
but all were repulsed in the steadiest manner, — 
[Here his Lordship praises his troops and offi. 
cers.]—Onr loss was great, as your Loriship 
will perceive by the enclosed return ; and I have 
particularly to regret his Serene Highness the 
Duke of Brunswick, who tell fighting gallautly 
at the head of his troeps. Although Marshal 
Blacher had maintained his pesition at Sambre!, 
he stif found himself mack weakened by the 
reverity of the contest in which he had been en- 
gaged, and as the fourth corps had not arrived, 
he determived to fall back, and concentrate his 
“my upon Wavre; ang he marched in the 
mght after the action was ever, This move- 
ment of the Marshals rendered neeessary a 
corresponding one on my part; and FI retired 
from the farm of Quatre Bras npon Genappe, 
and thence upon Waterloo the next morning, 
the 17th, at ten o'clock. ‘The enemy made 
no effort to pursue Marshal Blncher. On the 
contrary, a patrole which I sent te Sambref in 
the morning, found ail quiet, and the enemy's 
widettes fell back as the patrole advanced. Nei- 
ther did he attempt to molest our march to the 
rear, althongh mate in the middle of the day, ex- 
cepting the following, with a large bedy of cavalry, 
brought from his right, the cavalry under the 
Rarl of Uxbridge. This gave Lord Uxbridge an 
opportunity of charging them with the tat Life | 





——» 











might be necessary. The enemy, collected his 
army, with the exception of the third corps, 
which had been seat te observe Marshal Blucher, 
ona range of heights in owr trout, in the course of 
the night of the 17th and yesterday miorning, and at 
about ten o'clock he commenced a favions attack 
upon our pott at Hougonmort. Thad oecupred 
that post with a detachment from General Byng's 
brigate of Guards, which was iu position in its 
rear; and it was for some time under the com- 
mand, of Lieut. Col. Macdonald, and afterwards 
of Colorel Home ; and Lam happy te add that it 
was maintained throughout the day with the ut- 
most gallantry by these brave troops, notwith- 
standing the repeated efforts of large bodies of 
the enemy to obtaiu possession of it, This attack 
upon the right of our centre was wecompanicd by 
avery heavy cannonade upot our whele tine, 
which was destined to support the repeated at- 
tacks of cavalry and infantry occasionally mixed, 
but sometimes separate, which were made upon 
it. In one of these the enemy Carried the farm- 
house of La Haye Svinte, as the detachment of 
the light battalion of the legion whieh ocenpied 
it had expended all its ammonition,, end the 
enemy occupied the only communication there 
was with them, ‘The enemy repeutedty charged 
our infantrywith his cavalry, but these attacks 
were uniformly ansuccessful, and they atlorded 
opportunities to onr cavalry to charge, in one of 
which Lord B. Somerset's brigadé, consisting of 
the life gaards, royal horse guards, aud Ist Uragoon 
guards, highly distinguished themselves as did that 
of Major-Geveral Sir W. Ponsonby, having taken 
many prisoners and aft cagle. These attacks were 
repeated fill about seven in the evening, when the 
enemy made a desperate effort with the cavalry 
and infantry, supported by the Gre of artiliry, to 
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force our left ceutre, near the farm of La Haye 
Sainte, which atter a severe contest was de- 
feated ; and having observed that the troops te- 
tired from this attack in great confusion, and 
that the match of Geueral Bulow's corps by En- 
schermout upon Planehenorte and La Beile Alli- 
ance had begun to take effect, and as I could 
perceive the five of his cannon, and as Marslal 
Privce Blacher had joined in person, with a 


corps of his army tv the left of our line by Ohain, | 


IT detesmined to attack the enemy, and imme- 


diately advanced the whole line of infantry, sup- | 


ported by the cavalry and artillery, ‘The attack 
succeeded in every point; the enemy was forced 
from his position on the heights, and fled in the 
utmost confusion, leaving behind him, as far as | 
could judge, 150 pieces of cannon, with their 
anunwnition, whieh feil into our hands, I con- 
tinned the pursuit tH long after daik, and then 
discontinned it only on account of the fatigue of 
our troops, who had Leen engaged during twelve 
houss, a thbecauee T townd myself on the same 


rocd with Massiat Blucher, who assured me of 


his intention to follow the encnmry throughout the 


tight; he has sent me word this moiming that he | 


had taken 60 pieces of cannoa belonging to the 
Tmperal Guard, and several carriages, baggage, 
Ac. belonging to Bonaparte, in Genappe, IT pro. 
pose to move, this morning, upon Nivelles, and 
not to discontinue my operations, Your Lord- 
ship will observe, that such a desperate action 
conld not bave been fought, and such advantages 
econ! not be gained, without great loss ; and I 
am sorry to add, that ours has been immense.— 


[ilere iis Lordship praises his officers and men.) | 


~~] should wot do justice to my feelings or to 
Marsal Blacher and the Ponssian army, if I did 
not ati:bate the snecessful result of this ardaons 
day, to the cosmuial and timely assistance I re- 
ceived from them, The operation of General 
Bulow wpen the enemy’s flank, was a most deci- 
sive one; and even if | had not found myself ina 
situation to make the attack, which produced the 
final veswult it would have forced the enemy to 
retire, if his attacks should have failed, and would 
have prevented him from taking advantage of 
them, if they should unfortunately have suc- 
ceeded,  T send, with this dispatch, two eagles, 
taken by the troops in this action, which Major 
Perey will have the honour of laying at the feet 
of his Royal Highness, I beg leave to recom- 
mend hin to your Lordship’s protection. Ihave 
the honour, &e. (Signed) WELLINGTON. 
LIS? OF THE BRITISH OFFICERS KILLED 
AND WOUNDED, 
. KILLED, 
Duke of Brunswick Oels, 


Major-General Sir W. Ponsonby. 


Morrin, 69th Regt, ; Sir W. Ellis, 23d, 

Lieutenant-Colonels,—Macara, 42d Regt.; Ca- 
meron, 92e Regt. ; Sir Alex. Gordon, K.C. B Aid. 
de-Camp to the Duke ef Wellington; Cunning ; 
Currie, Lord Mill's Staff, 


George Bain, Royal Artillery; Norman Ramsey, 
ditto, Cairnes, ditto; Chambers, Soth Regt. 

Bievet-Majors. — Crefion, Sth Division; Ruse- 
| wiel, 2d Light Regiment, 





| Captains. —Bolton, Royal Artillery ; Crawford, 
Guards ; the Hon. Curzon, A. D.C. ww hi, 
| Royal Highness the Prince of Orange ; Chambers, 
_A. D.C, to Lieut.-Gen. Pictol; Charies Ellis, 95th 
Regt. ; Robertson, 75d Regt. ; Kennedy, ditto ; 
Schauman, 2d, Lt. Bat. kK. G. L 3 Holycowan, ist 
| ditto; Henry Marshal, ist ditto. ; Gveben ditto | 


’ 





Gunning, 10ih Hussars ; Grove, ist. Guards, 

Lieutenants. -- C, Manners, Royal Artillery ; 
Lister, 95th Regt. 

Eusigns.—Lord Hay, Aid-de-Camp to Gencral 
| Maitland; Brown, 1st Guards, 
WOUNDED. 
| General his Royal Highness the Prince of Orange, 
| G. C. B. severely. 

Lieut-Generals,—the Far! of Uxbridge, G. C. D- 
right leg amputated ; Sir C, Alten, K, C. B. severely, 

Major-Geuerals —Cock, right era amputated ; 
Sir E. Barnes, K.C. B. Adjut.<Gen. severely ; Sit 
J. Kempt, K.C. B. slightly ; Sir Colin Halkit, 
K. C, B. severely ; Adams, severely; Sir W. 
Dornberg, Kk, C. B. severely. 

Colonels. —Sir J. Elley, K. C. B. slightly ; Harris, 
75d Regt. ; Quentin, 10th Hussars, slightly ; the 
| Hon. Fred, Ponsonby, severely ; Sir W. De Lance; 


i 
| 
| severely, 
} 
| 








Lieutenant-Colonels.—-Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 
Tight arm amputated; ay, 16th Light Dragoons 
| Severely ; Vigoureau, 30th Light Dragoons ; Aber- 
| crombie, A. Q. M. G, slightly ; Hamilton, 30th 
| regiment; Cameroa, 95th, severely ; Wyndham, 
‘1st Foot Guards, severely ; Bowater, 3d Foot 
| Guards, slightly ; Macdynell, Coldstream, shgh'ly 5 
Dashwood, 3d Guards, severely; Sir Ry Hill, 
Royal Horse Guards Blue, severely ; Norcott, 95th, 
severely ; Hill, severely ; Schreider, Sih Line bat- 
talion; Adair, ist Guards, severely ; Muller, lot 





Guards, dangerously ;, Sir George Heury Berkeley, 
A. A. G, 
Najors,—Maclean, 73d ; Beckwith, 95th, severe- 
ly; Jessop, Assistant Quarter Master General j 
Bush,- 1st Light Bau, K. G. L, right arm aap 
tated, Parkinson, 73d, severely ;, Parker, R. Hl. 
Arlitlery, leg amputated ; Robert Ball, Roy! Ar 
tillery, severely ; Hapilton, Aid-de-Camp to Major 





Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, 


General Sir E, Barnes; Watson, 69th ‘regiment, 


Culonels,—Du Plat, K.G. L.; Outeta, dilto } 


Majors. —The Hon, Fred. Howard, 10th Hussars 5 
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severely. —BreVet-Major, Einem, Beli hceashe ie 


Majors Wilkins and Miller, 95th regt. 
Lindsat, 
Captains. —Smith, 5th 
Tsler, Ard de Camy 
Danee, 231 Light Dragoons ; Jobn-ton, 95 hy; Coa 
mers, 9th; Darnev, Napier, A. M*Donald, W eb 
r, Royel Arillers 
de-Camp to Gen, Sir J By g, severely ; Whyn- 
nates. Royal Artillery, severely; the Hen. 
Fiskine, D. A. A. G, left arm amputated ; A. Dang- 
ton, Aid-de-Camp to Lieutenant-General Picton, 


sevele ly vs 


60 li, da gerously. 
regiment, severely 3 


to Sir Thomas Picton, slivlity ; 


severely ; Dumaresque, Ad 


severely ; Barnes, Brevet Major, Royal Artillery, 
severely, 
Crome, 


Robe, Snith, Strangway, Brierton, and Forbes, se- 


+** 


Lieu enants—Royal Artillery, hd ster, 
Bloomfield and 
D. Crawford, slightly.—Hlaverlock, Aid de-Camp 
to Gen. Sir Charles Alten; Pringle, Royal Engi- 
neers, sightly ; Hamilton. 46th regiment, slightly ; 


verely ; Hormey, arm amputated ; 


Heise, Ist light battalion; Gardiner, Johnstone, 

Moltry, Simmons, J. Gardiner, Fitzmaurice, Shen- 
‘ i . > 

ley, and Wright, 95th, severely, 


_—- — - 


Frevceu Accounts. 


The following relate only te the ope- 
rations of the army previous to the battle 
of the 18th, the French account of which 
has not arrived. 

GENERAL ORDER, 
Avegnes, June 14, 1815. 

Soldiers !—This day is the anniversary of Ma- 
rengo and of Friedland, which twice decided the 
destiny of Europe. Then, as after Austerlitz, as 
after Wagram, we were too generous! We be- 
lieved in the protestations and in the oaths of 
Princes whom we left on the throne! Now, 
however, coalesced among themselves, they would 
Jestroy .the jndependence and the most sacred 
rights of France. They have commenced the 
wost unjust of aggressions, Let us march, then, 
to meet them. Are they and we no longer the 
samemen? Soldiers, at Jena, against these same 
Prussians, now so arrogant, you were one agaiust 
three, and at Montmirail one against six! Let 
those among you who have been prisoners of the 
Efuclish, detail to yon the hulks, and the fright- 
ful miseries which they suffereti! The Saxons, 
the Belgians, the Hanoverians, the soldiers of 
the Confederation of the Rhine, lament that they 
are compelled to lend their arms to the cause of 
Princes, the enemies of justice and of the rights 
of all nations; they know that this coalition'is 
iasatiable! After having devoured twelve mil- 
lions of Poles, twelve millions of Italians, one 
million of Saxons, six millionsof Belgians, i¢ mast 
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devour the states of the second rank of Germany, 
The madmen! a moment of prosperity blinds 
them. The oppression and humiliation of the 
French people ave beyond their power, If they 
enter France, they will there tind their tomb, 
Soldiers! we have forced marelies to make, bat- 
tles to fight, dangers to encounter; but with 
steadiness, victory wil be our’s;-the rights, the 
honour, the happiness of the conntry will be ee 
conquered! ‘To every Frenchman who has x» 
heart, the moment is arrived to conquer or perish. 
(Signed) NAPOLEON, 
The Marshal Due of Dalmatia, 
Major-Gren, 


(A true copy) 


: Charleroi, June 15. 

On the 14th the army was placed in the follow- 
ing manner:—Lhe Imperial Head-quarters at 
Beaumont, The ist corps, commanded by Ge. 
neral D’E:lon, was at Solre on the Sambre. The 
2d corps, commanded by General Reillé, was at 
Ham-sur-Heure. The 3d corps, commanded by 
General Vandamme, was on the right of Beau 
mont. The 4th corps, commanded by General 
Gerard, had arrived at Philippeville. On the 
15th, at three in the morning, General Reillé at- 
tacked the enemy, and advaneed upon Marchien- 
nes-an-Pont. There were various engagements, 
in which his cavalry charged a Prussian battalion, 
and made 300 prisoners, At one in the morning, 
the Emperor was at Jamignon-sur-Heure, Ge- 
neral Daymont’s division of light cavalry sabred 
two Prussian battalions, and made 400 prisoners, 
General Pajol entered Chatleroi at mid-day, The 


| sappers aud marines of the guard were with the 


advance to repair the bridges. They were the 
first to penetrate into the town as sharp-shooters, 
General Clari, with the 1st Hussars, advanced 
upon Gosselies, on the Brussels road, and Gene- 
tal Pajol upou Gilly, on the Namur road, At 
three in the afternoon General Vandaitame de- 
bouched with his corps on Gilly, “Morshal 
Grouchy arrived with the cavalry ‘of General 
Excelmans. The enemy occupied the lett of the 
position of Fleurus; at five in the afternoon the 
Emperor ordered an attack. The position was 
turned, and carried. Four squadrons of the 
Guard, commanded by Geuveral Letort, the Em. 
peror’s Aids-de-camp, broke three squares; the 
26th, ¢7th, and 78th Prussian regiments were 
routed, Our squadrons sabred from four to 500 
men, and took 150 prisoners, Daring: tuis time 
General Reillé passed the Sambre at Matchiconnes. 
aus Pout, iv order to advance upon Gosselies with 
the divisions of Prince Jerome and General Ba- 
chelu, attacked the enemy, took from him 250 
prisoners, and pursued Lim on the road ta Brus, 
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sels. We thus became masters of the whole po- 
sition of Fieurus, Ateight in the evening the 
Emperor se-entered his head-quarters at Charleroi, 
This day cost the enemy five pieces of cannon and 
2,000 men, of whom 1,000 are prisoners, Our loss 
is 10 men kiiled and 80 wounded, the greater part 
belonsiig to the squadron of the guard who made 
the charges, and to three squadrons of the 20th 
Cxagoous, who also charged a square with the 
greatest intrepidity. Our loss, though trifling in 
amount, has been sensibly felt by the Emperor, 
from the severe wound received’ by General Le- 
tort, bis aid-de-camp, in charging at the head of 
the squadrons, He is an officer of the greatest 
distinction : he was struck by a ball in the lower 
part of the beliv. but the surgeons give hopes that 
his wound will not be mortal*. We have fuand 
some magazines at Charleroi. The joy of the 
Helgiaus it would be impossible to describe. 
"There were some villages which, on tie sight of 
their delivcicrs, formed dances ; aud every where 
there is a movement which proceeds from the 
fieart. In the report of the Major-General of the 
Stalf the names of the officers and soldiers who 
distinguished themselves will be inserted, The 
Empersr bas given the command of the left to 
the Pricce of Moskwa, who, in the evening, had 
his head quarters at Quatrve-Chemins, on the road 
to Brussels. The Duke of Treviso, to whom the 
Emperor gave the command of the yonng guard, 
has remained et Beanmont, ill of the rheumatism. 
wiich hes forced him to keep his bed. The 4th 
corps, commanded by General Gerard, arrives 
this evening at Chatelet. General Gerard has 
stated, that Lient. General Bonrmont, Colonel 
Clauet, and the cuiel of squadron Villoutreys, 
have passed over to the enemy. A lieutenant 
of the 11th Chassenrs bas also gone over. The 
Major-General has ordered that these deserters 
shall be immediately sentenced conformably to 
the laws, It would be impossible to describe 
the good spirit and ardour of the army. It views 
the desertion of this small number of traitors 
who thas throw off the mask, as a fortunate 
event, 


NEWS FROM THE ARMY. 
In rear of Ligny, half past & ia the evening 
of the 16th af June, 1815. 

The Emperor has just obtained a complete 
victory over the Praxsian and English armies, 
nnited under the orders of Lori) Wellington and 
Marshal Blacher. The army at this moment de- 
bouches by the village of Ligny, in advance of 
Fienrus, to pursue the euewy. 





* A letter of the Emperor, ot the 16th, ends 


Wi 4 these words, written with his own hand— 
f- be-is going on well.” 


Fleurus, June 17, 4 o'clock in the morning, 

The battle of yesterday lasted till ten o'clock iy 
theevening. We are still in pursuit of the enciny, 
who has experienced a terrible overthrow, We 
have hithertu 8,000 prisoners, 20 pieces of cannon, 
; and several standards, many officers of rank, 
among others Couut Lutzow. We expect at day 





St. Amand, and others who were cut off by the 
movement which the Emperor caused his guard 
tomake. The grenadiers and chasseurs of the 
old guard massacred entire masses, and have lost 
very few men. [t appears that it was a charge o¢ 
bayonet by the Imperial Foot Guards which dee 
cided the battig. ‘The enemy have been extreme. 
ly oumerons. I never saw such enthasiasm in 
our soldiers, The columns which marched to 
battie, the wounded who returned from being 
dressed, never ceased to exclaim “ Live the Em- 
peror |” 





COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE MAJOR-GENE- 
RAL TO THE WAR MINISTER. 


Fleurus, June 17, 1815. 

Monsieur Marshal,—-F announced yesterday, 
from the field of battle of Ligny, to his linperial 
Highnes: Prince Joseph, the signal victory which 
the Empcror has gained, I returned here wiih his 
Majesty at 11 o’clock in the evening, and st was 
necessary to pass the night in attending to the 
wounded, ‘The Emperor has remonnted his 





horse, to follow the snecess of the battle of Ligny. 
It was fought with fary, and the greatest enthv- 
siasm on the part of the troops. We were onc to 
three, At cight o'clock in the evening, the Em- 
peror marched with his guard : six battalions of 
the old guard, the dragoons, and horse gieiia- 
diers, aud the cuirassiers of General Detort, de- 
bonched by Ligny, and executed a charge which 
separated the enemy’s line, Weltingtow and 
Blucher saved thentelves with diffienlty: the 
effect was theatrical. Iv au iustant the firing 
ceased, and the enemy was routed iv all direc 
tions. We have already several thousand pri- 
soners, and 40 pieces of cannon, The 6th and 
Ist corps were not engaged. ‘Tlie left wing 
fought against the English army, and took from it 
canuoh and standards, At night I wilt give yo" 
farther details, for every instant prisoners are 
anounced, Our Inss dads net appear enormers ; 
since, withont sereeviug it, I dv notreckor't at 
more than 3000 men, 
(Sigued) 
Marshal, Major-General Duke of DALMATM- 


(A Copy). 








Marshal, Minister of Was, Prince of Ecxull 
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Expositien oF THE MINIsTER OF TUE 
INTERIOR. 

The President announced, that Count 
Regnault St. Jean d’Angely requested a 
hearing, to communicate to the Chamber 
the exposition of the Minister of the lute- 
rior! it was granted. 

Ilis Majesty the Emperor, said Count 
Regnault, having charged those of his Mi- 


nisters who are Members of the Chamber | 





of Peers to communicate te that Assembly | 


the exposition of our situation, which was 
announced to you in the discourse from 
the throne, has confided a similar mission 
to those of his ministers who have been 
elected representatives of the people. ‘To- 
day, and at the moment when I speak, the 
Minister of the Interior is reading to the 
Chamber of Peers the exposition of the 
state of the Empire. I have been charged 
to communicate to you a copy thereof, 
and shall read it, if such is the pleasure of 
the Chamber. The assembly manifested 
its assent. 

Count Regnault resumed.—Among all 
the objects of the Emperor’s soli¢itude, 
the first, after his solemu acceptance of the 
constitution, has been to make known to 
the nation, through the medium of its re- 
presentatives, the true situation ia which 
itis placed. ‘Three mouths have scarcely 
elapsed since his Majesty quitted the rock 
to which circumstances had for a moment 
banished him, in order to deliver France 
from the enslaving yoke of a worn-out dy- 
nasty, which managed the resources of our 
fine country merely for the profit of fo- 
reigners. ‘The .cnthusiasm which served 
as an escort to his Majesty from the pe- 
riod of his landing, sufficiently proved on 
what side lay the national wishes. It 
proves, that if the deposed family could 
ever re-enter France with the aid of fo- 
reigners, it would soon be expelled anew. 
Its prejudices, its eugagewenis with the 
old: privileged castes, are all in opposition 
to ihe biberal ideas in which the existing 
generation has been bred, and which can 
never retrograde. With the princes of 
that family, we should have seen, as iv- 
tleed we are menaced, with the re-appear- 
ance of all the cruel absurdities of feudal 
government, and the degrading slavery of 
the monastic system. In the mean time, 
it is to re-estabbish all these imstiiutions, 
that they invite the foreigner tuto our fine 
country: but we will never thas abandon 
it; we will rally around the Emperor, the 
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protector of liberal ideas, around a Prince 
who, educated in the revolation, advances 
with the age in which he lives, and wishes 
to extend the dominion of mind instead of 
circumscribing it. Instructed by misfor- 
tunes, he will see the conquerors of Aus- 
terlitz, of Marengo, and of Jena, march 
anew under the colours which su often led 
them to victory, and the event will not be 
doubiful. Uowever, his Majesty is sin- 
cerely desirous of peace; he has done 
every thing to preserve it, but without in- 
clining to listen fora moment to humilia- 
ting conditions, which would compromise 
the honour and the dearest interests of 
France. All his efforts, however, have 
been fruitless; already our frontiers are 
menaced at all points, already hostilities 
have been commenced without any pre- 
liminary declaration of war, and there 
seems to remain no other resource for the 
maintenance of our independence but an 
appeal to arms. If the Emperor w: re Jess 
fortilied by the inherent strength of his 
character, he might feartworocks. ‘There 
has been talk of a royalist party and a re- 
publican party, alike enemies of his go- 
vernment. But the former has not known 
how to defend the Princes objects of its 
affection, for whom it pretended a willing- 
ness todie; itis far from formidable. As 
to the tepublicans, converted from old 
errors, of which cruel experience made 
them feel too severely the fatal effects, 
they sce in the Emperor only the pro- 
tector of the liberal ideas which they have 
at all times themselves professed, and 
which exeesses alone have prevented them 
from hitherto sceing realised. The time 
has been too short to give to the national 
coustitution all the perfection of which it 
was susceptible; but the Emperor, towards 
the accomplishment of this essential work, 
reckons on the intelligence and patriotism 
of the two Chambers. ‘The preparations 
for war have prevented him from giving to 
it himself all the attention which he could 
have wished; but the French territory 
was threatened. The national character, 
which essentially rejects every idea of 
conquest, should have been a sufficient 
guarantee to all the powers of Europe 
against the invasion which they seem so 
much to fear at present; but that fear is 
ouly w vain pretext to cover their ambi- 
tion. That ambition is sufficiently de- 
monstrated by the senseless declarations 
of the Congress of Vienna, by the assem 
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blages on our frontiers, by hostilities com- 
menced in full peace, by landings effected 
on our coasts in order to encourage civil 
war, and, in fine, by the refusal to listen 
to any proposal for the maintenance of 
peace. All these circumstances must give 
a precise idea of the justice and modera- 
tion of our enemies: it is thé same as in 
1792, when the Duke of Brunswick pub- 
lished the famous manifesto of which the 
insolent pretentions converted the French 
iuto a nation of soldicrs. Mepresentatives 
ofthe nation, you know the French peo- 
ple, essentially good and generous, and 
always ready to contribute to the wants 
of the country, provided the whole extent 
of these wants be fairly made known to 
them. You have already assumed that 
wise and imposing attitude which is the 
finest guarantee to our liberty and inde- 
pendence; and you havea right to know, 
without the least disguise, the state of our 
wants and resources. The former are 
doubtless great, but sufficient means exist 
to provide for them without oppressing the 
people; and with the energy which you 
share with the people who elected you, we 
shall be certain of repelling the most un- 
just aggression against an independent 
people, of which the political annals. of 
cabinets have ever preserved the recollec- 
tion. [Iam charged to present to you the 
following details on our internal situa- 
tion :— 

CommMenes.—Under this head, Connt Reg- 
nanlt stated, that the communal administrations 
had been almost totally abandoned under the go- 
vernment of the Bourbons ; that the communal 
funds, so essential to the movement of troops, 
the equipment of the national guards, &c. had 
been delapidated by the journies ef the Princes, 
by the restoration of woods to emigrants, and by 
many other malversations ; but that the Emperor 


was taking pains to restore order in this important 
branch of internal ad:uinistration, 


Hospitais.—These asylums of suffering bn- 
manity had at all times excited the solicitude of 
the Emperor, At the commencement of 1814, 
these establishments had been exposed to con- 
siderable additional expences from the number of 
sick and wounded soldiers. Under the Jate g0- 
vernment, however, they were on the point of 
lusing one of their principal resources, by the 
restitution of property of emigrants, with which 
they had) been endowed by solemn laws. The 
Emperor had restored it to them. He had also 
donbied the funds of the Maternal Society which 
he founded ; which, on this acconnt alone, was 
neglected, and of which the august protectress 
is invited back by the wishes of all Freachmen. 
The depots of mendicity, created also by the 
Emperor, were equally abandoned; but these 
establishn euts were about te resume Dew acti- 








vity. The hospitals in the departments invaded 
by the enemy had considerably suffered, but they 
were already re-established, 

Works.—Under this head Count Regnanit 
enumerated the great monuments founded or or- 
dered by his Majesty ; they shonld be coutitued, 
though they were seen suspended even in time of 
peace ; but they should im fature be exclusively 
reserved for France, and if existing circum. 
stances did not permit them to receive that ex. 
tent which were to be wished, they should soon 
be accelerated by the arms which would be no 
longer necessary for the defence of the country, 

Works.aT PAaris.—The Minister here gave 
ap acecount of the various constructions which 
have been commenced in the capital, and which 
should be continued, 

Mines.—This bead presented nothing re- 
markable. 

Manuractures.—Count Regnanit here did 
justice to the superiority of our manufactures, 
whieh all the merchants of Europe could attest 
from the experience furnished them by the short 
time durimg which it had been in their power to 
trade with us. He saw, like every statesman, 
that France, at once agricultaral and manufac- 
turing, could alone dispense with the assistance 
of its neighbours, and that a liberal government 
could not fail to give all possible spring to na- 
tional industry, formerly compressed by Gothic 
prejudices. —He announced that various new ma- 
nufactures had been improved, and others iutro- 
duced; that the manufacture of sngar from the 
beet-root, in spite of all the efforts made to de- 
stroy it, promised shortly to render Europe in- 
dependent of the New World for that article ; 
that the indigo of woad, without having reached 
the same perfeetion, already rivalled that of 
India ; and that, in fine, a number of useful dig 
coveries presented new sources of national pros 

erity. ; 
g Cota tnt "tile report expressed nothing 
but hope upon this article, and by the absurd 
ambition of sovereigns all the natious of Europe 
are placed in the same condition. oe 

InstructION.— Under this title the Minister 
exhibited all the vicissitudes to which the corps 
of teachers had been subjected. The result : 
the enquiry shewed that the number both 0a 
leges and scholars had been diminished, ba 4 
the university of Paris still numbered uneé rhe 
direction 525,554 pupils, and that the cate 
stimulated by the eT of ti 
Emperor, displayed the best spilt. 

Runaie Sionemiiiasin speaking of the clergy; 
the Minister did not attempt to disgnise the - 
rors they committed under the last governtt 
in giving way, from the lure of a mmr oo 
clureh property, to the influence of aii on 
in stigmatizing as plunderers the oune. we 
tional property, whose titles had been ae hy 
as legitimate by the Pope’ himself, an lab 
tempting, in the name of the Almighty, enels 
servauts they are, to light up civil war a4 
men. —The Emperor, however, Was pe 
posed to protect, and even favour the » ‘hee 
6f the church, so long as they confin “pes 
selves within the bounds of their duty, 20° © 

: ugmentation 
already conferred on the curates an aug lend 
of 150 franks, which had been vaiuly ee aperot 
to them by the last government. +1€ Evie’ ue 
was, besides, the only sovereign who, | #'""s 
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further interests to arrange with the Pope, had it 
in his power to put an end to those interminable 
negociations, commenced by the last government 
with the Corrt of Rome, and to re-establish, upon 
the basis of the concordal, the liberties of the Gal- 
hican charch, 

JURISPRUDENCE.—This article of the report 
was extremely short. ‘The Minister merely 
stated, that those civil judges who felt themseives 








unworthy of their functions, had done justice by 
abdieating their offices ; and that as far as re- 
spected the administration of the criminal law, 
the establishment of the trial by jury every day 
merited new approbation ; but that in the mean 
lime, some organical institutions were nec essary 
to regulate the duties aud diminish the labours of | 
those judicial citizens, 


The War DePARTMENT.—It was absolutely | 
impossible to follow M. le Comte Regnault 
through all the details which he furnished on this 
important topic. ‘The resnit is, that on the tst 
of April, 1814, the army consisted of 459,000 
men, exclusive of 150,000 prisoners, all veteran 
soldiers, and of 115,000 conscripts of the levy of 
1815, of which 45,000 only, out of £60,000, had 
been raised. The Jast government, at once pro- 
digal and avaricious, alarmed at its own strength, 
and essentially hosiile to the army, had taken 
every possible means of diminishing it.--The 
orator then described the various oppressions to 
which the army lad been exposed, particularly 
by the introduction of the emigrants, and which 
had reduced its number to 175,000 men. Since 
the 20th of March last, its uumber had been 
raised to 375,000 combatants of every descrip- 
tion; and before the ist of August, it wonld 








amount to 500,000 independent of the nalticnal 
guards, 


Tne Imperrar Guarp.—This surest bulwark 
a- 
al- 


of the throne in times of war, and its finest orn 
ment in time of peace, had a separate article ¢ 
lotted toit in the official report. ‘The Minister 
condenined the injustice with which it was treat- 
ed by the last government, and annovaced that 
it already amounted to 40,000 men. 


ARTILLERY.—The losses in this arm has been 
in a great measure repaired; they were occa- 
sioned chiefly by treachery, and especially the 
dclivering up of all the strong places, by order 
of the Count d’Artois-in his capacity of Lieute- 
nant-General of the kingdom, By this single act 
France had lost 12,000 pieces of canuon, mostly 
of brass, the value of which is estimated at 
200,000,000 of francs, This loss, however, had 
been entirely supplied: the arsenals, magazines 
of powder, and armories, were in foil activity ; | 
and after having armed the national guard and 
associations, there would remain in the magazines | 
600,C00 muskets in reserve. 

Minitary Exrenpiture.—The administre- 
tive details on this subject were little susceptible 
of abridgment, The Minister, however, asserted 
that the necessary fonds would be easiiy pro- 
vided, and no new taxes be required, 

Nat onan GuARD.—This article faruished no 
information of which the public is not already 
: in possession. 


Tue Marine presented considerable resources, 
notwithstanding the evils prodaced by treachery, 
which had not, how ever, cast any stain upon its 
Lenour, 
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Important DocuMENts. 


Pants, June 12.—Yesterday, (Sunday 


the 11th) the Emperor being on his’ 


throne, surrounded by the Princes his 
brothers, the Grand Dignitaries, Ministers, 
&c. received at the Thuilleries, before 
mass, a Deputation of the Chamber of 
Peers. On this occasion, the Prince 
Arch-Chancellor, president, presented the 
following address : 


Sire,— Your anxiety to snbmit to constitutional 


| forms and rules, the absolute power with which 


circumstances and the confidence of ‘the people 
had invested you, the new gnarantees given to 
the rights of the nation, the devotedness which 
leads you into the midst of the dangers the army 
is about to brave, penetrate all hearts with pro- 
found gratitude. The Peers of France come to 
offer your Majesty the homage of this sentiment. 
You have manifested principles, Sire, which are 
those of the nation: they must al-o be our’s, 
Yes, all power springs fiom the people, is insti- 
tuted for the people; the coustitutional me- 
narchy is necessary to the Freveli, as the gua- 
rantee of its liberty and independence. — Sire, 
while you shall be on the frontiers, at the head of 
the sons of the gpuntry, the Chamber of Peers 
will zealously concur in every legislative measure 
which circumstances require, to compel foreigners 
to acknowledge the national independence, and 
to cause the principles, cousecrated by the will 
of the people, to triumph in the interior, The 
interest of France is inseparable from your's, 
Should fortune fail your efforts, reverses, Sire, 
shall uot weaken our perseverance, and shall 
redonble our attachment to you, If events cor- 
respond to the justice of our cause, and to the 
hopes we are accustomed to conceive of your 
genins, and to the bravery of our armies, France 
desires no other frnits from them but peace. 
Our institutions guarantee to Europe that thie 
French nation cannot be drawn on by the seduce 
ti-ns of victory, 


His Majesty replied :— 


M. President, and Genilemen Deputies of the 
Chamber of Peers.- The contest in which we are 
engaged is serious. The seduction of prosperity 
ix not the danger which threatens us now. It is 
nnder the Caudine Forks that foreigners wish ta 
make ns pass! — The justice of our cause, the 
public spirit of the nation, and the courage of the 
army, are powerfal reasons for hoping suecess ; 
but should we have reverses, then especially I 
shall delight to see called forth all the energy of 
this great people; then shall I find in the Cham- 
ber of Peers, proofs of attachment to the country 
and me. ba is in difficult times that great va- 
tions, like great men, develope all the energy of 
their character, and become objects of admira- 
tion to posterity. I thank you, gentlemen, for 
the sentiments you have expressed to me in the 
name of the Chamber. 


This audience being finished, the Em- 
peror proceeded to mass. After mags, 


having again taken his place on the 
throne, he received a depatation of the 
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rae of Representatives, headed by 
ount Laitjuinats, the ‘president, who pre- 


‘sented the following'address:: 


Sive,—The Chamber ef Representatives re- 


ceived with profomd emotion the words which 


proteedett from the throne at the solemn sitting, 
when your Majesty, laying down the extraor- 
dinary powet which you exercised, proclaimed 
the conimencement of the Constitutional mo- 
marchy. The chief basis of that monarchy, the 
protectress of liberty, equality, and the hap- 

iness of the people, have been recognized by 
. your Majesty, who, rising above all scruples, 
as anticipating ali wishes, has, decla ed that the 
eare of collecting our scattered constitutions, 
and of airanging them, was une of the most im- 

ortant occupations reserved for the legislature. 
Faithful to its mission, the Chamber of Deputies 
will perform the task thus devolved apon it; it 
Feqnests that, to satisfy the publie wish, as well 
as the wishes of j,our Majesty, national delibe- 
Sation shonld rectify, as speedily as_ possible, 
any thing defective or. imperfect, that the ur- 
gency of onr situation may have produced, or left 
to exist in ons constitutions considered as a whole. 
But at the same time, Sire, the Chamber of Re- 
presentatives will vot shew itself less anxious to 


-proclaim its sentiments-and its principles as to 


the termble contest whici threatens to cover 
Europe with blood, In the train ef disastrous 
events, France inyaded, appeared for a moment 
listened to as to the establistimenut of a constitu. 
tion, only to see herself almost immediately sub- 
jected.to a royal charter emavating trom abso- 
lute power, to an ordinance of reform always 


revocable in its nature, and which, not having 


the expressed assent of the people, conld never 
be considered as obligatory on the nation, Re- 
stiming now the exereise of her rights, rallying 
around the hero whom her confidence anew in- 
vests with the goverument of the state, France 
is astonished and afflicted at seeing some Sove- 
reigns in arms call her to account for an interval 
change, which is the resnit of the national will, 
and which attacks neither the relations existing 
with other governments, nor their se¢urity.— 
France cannot admit the disfinctions with the 
aid of whichihe coalesced powers endeavour to 
cloak their aggression. To attack the mosarch 
of its choice, is to attack the imdependence of 
the nation. It is armed as onewman to defend 
Uiat independence, and to vepel, witout excep- 
tion, every family and every princes@hen) men 
shall dare to wish to impose upom it. No aubi- 
tious project enters the thoughts of the French 
people; the will even of a victurioas Prince 
would be insaliicient to draw on the nation be- 

ond the limits of its own defence: but to guard 
its territory, to maititain. its liberty, its honour, 
its dignity, it is ready for any saérifice. Why 
are we not still permitted to hope, Sire, that 
these warlike preparations, formed perhaps by 
the izritation of pride, and by illusions which 
every day must weaken, may stil] dinpetse before 
the want of a peace necessary tual! the nations 
of Europe, and which shall restore to your Ma- 
jesty asponse, to the French tee ddir-of a throne ? 
But blood has already flowed, the sigaal of com. 
Vits, prepared agaiust the inidependence and 
liberty of PFranee, has been given’ in the wame of 
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|} a peopte wilt’ carry to the hikhest'pitcl the en. 


thusidsm of tiberty atid independeice, Dvutr. 
lexs, among the.conmunications which your Ma 
| Jesty prottiisés us, the Chambers will find proofs 
of. the efforts you. liave made to maintain the 
peace of the world. If all these efforts igtist re- 
main useless, nray the calamities of war full upon 
those who shall have provaked them.— The Cham. 
-ber of Representatives only waits for the doca- 
ments anneuncéed to it in order to contribute with 
all its power to the. measnrés which the success 
of so legitimate a war will require. It delays 
pronouncing its resolves only till it knows the 


wants and resources of the state ; and while your 
Majesty, opposing to the most nnjust aggression | 


the valour of the national armies and the force of 
your genius, will seek in victory only one means 
of attaining a dorable peace, the Chamber of £e- 
presentatives will.deem that it marches towards 
the same abject, by incessautly labouring on the 
compact, of which the improvement mast cement 
the union of the people and the throne, ‘and 
strengthen, inthe cyes.of Europe, by the amelio- 
ration of gur iustitutions, the gurantee of our en- 
gagements, 

‘His Majesty replied : 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen Deputies of the 
Chamber of Representatives,—I recognise with sa- 
tisfaction my own sentiments in these which you 
express to me. In these weighty citcumstances 
my thouglits are absorded by the inrminent war, 
to the success of whieh are attached the indepen- 
dence. and the honour of France. ¥ will depart this 
night to place myself at. the head of my armies ; 
the movements of the different ldstile corps 
render my presence there indispensible... Daring 
‘my absence I shall see with pleasure a commission 
appointed by each chamber engaged in delibe- 
rating on oar constitutions. Tlie constitution is 
our rallying point; it must be our pole-star in 
these stormy moments. All public discussion, 
tending t6 dimiuish directly or indirectly the cob- 
fidence which should be placed in its eiact- 
ments, will be a misfortune to the state; we 





should then find oarselves at sea, withont a com- 


| pass and without a rudder, The crisis in which 





; 


we are placed is great, Let us not imitate the 
conduct of the Lowrr Empite, which, pressed 
on all sides by barbarjas, wade itself the langh- 
img stock of posterity, by oceupying itself with 
abstract discitssions, at the moment when the 
battering ram Was shaking the gates of the city. 
Fudependently of tie Legislative measn'es T°: 
quired by the cireuinstances of the ifterio® Yo" 
will probably deem it usefal to employ you's 

on organic laws destined to put the constitetion 
inmotion. ‘They may be the object of your P”™ 
le labours without auy incotvenience. The ‘o 
timents expressed in your address sufficiently °° 
monstrate to mé the attachment of the Cham" 
to my petson, and all the patriotism with wii 
it ivanmimatéed., Tn all affairs’ my march shall , 
Straight forward and firm. A’ssist me to save th 

country, Fist’ répresentative of the peoples 

have conttacted the engagement, which f renew, 
of employing id mote hagas ‘times, all the pre 
rogatives of the Crown, and the little experien¢e 
Lhave-aequired, in secouding you ia the umelio 


} ration of our Constitutions. 











Viiuted aud Viablished by Gy 


WSTON, No. 192, Strand; where all Commuanigation> addressed 
tothe Editor, are reqnesied to be forwarded. 


_—-- 


Vo 


80] 


On 


N 
gral 
aud 
out 
retu 
pule 
of t! 
beri 
upo 
of d 
then 
rate 
ans 
hats 
with 
alon 
pinn 
that 
den: 


ters, 


to gi 
of tl 
had 


ters 


*Som 


victe 
the ; 
ordi 
two 
fice 

ing { 
me, 
the 

Duk 
they 
tlem 
who 
fore. 
who 
whe 
cA 
6 ri 
& oe 
cc t 


I 


a | 





